10/30/2009

Dear Parent/Guardian of Students Attending Melrose Area Public Schools,

The Federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act requires that all schools in the nation make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) towards achieving the goal of all students being proficient in reading and math.  As you may be aware, Melrose Area Public Schools has been designated as a school in need of improvement due to not making AYP for two consecutive years (School Years 2007-2008 and 2008-2009).

Melrose Area Public School District Student Percentages Not Proficient

School Year 2007-2008


School Year 2008-2009
Math:  

42.57%


Math:

45.25%

Reading:  
38.37%


Reading:
38.75%

The district is working to ensure that all students receive the best education possible.  The staff at Melrose Area Public Schools is planning to make improvements in:

· Train staff to utilize data to improve instructional practices

· Implement research-based strategies that support our curriculum

· Increase parent and community involvement by fostering two-way communication

· Provide additional staff training in reading and math

· Expand professional development through the use of Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) format

The district has recently developed a School Improvement Plan for the Melrose Area Public School District to meet the requirements set forth by the Minnesota Department of Education as established by NCLB legislation.  The School Improvement Plan was created by parents, school district staff, and administration.  

Parents are encouraged to communicate with school district personnel for help in supporting the needs of children in Melrose Area Public Schools.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact your child’s administrator at 320-256-4224.

Sincerely,

Tom Rich

Superintendent

